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supplying it with all their might., and it was extremely hard
to blame them for guiding themselves by the world's
judgement. The thieves and vagabonds argued that they
had been brought into existence without their consent
being asked: they had not wished for it; although they had
not been without their pleasures, they regarded existence
on the whole as a nuisance which they would gladly have
been spared. Being alive, however, they had to keep alive;
and for all that they could see, they had as full a right to the
good things which the world contained as anybody else,
provided they could get them. They were called thieves.
Law and language were made by the property owners, who
were their natural enemies. If society had given them the
means of living honestly they would have found it easy to
be honest. Society had done nothing for them—why should
they do anything for society?
So, in their various ways, those who had been 'plucked'
defended themselves. They were all delighted to hear
that they were to have another chance; and I was amused
to observe that though some of them had pretended that
they had not wished to be born, and had rather not have
been born, not one of them protested against being sent
back. All they asked was that they should be put in a new
position, and that the adverse influences should be taken
off. I expected that among these adverse influences they
would have mentioned the faults of their own dispositions.
My own opinion had been that half the misdoings of men
came from congenital defects of character which they had
brought with them into the world, and that constitutional
courage, right-mindedness, and practical ability were as
much gifts of nature or circumstance as the accidents of

